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 VATICAN CITY — The number of Catholics 
and permanent deacons in the world rose in 2021, 
while the number of seminarians, priests, and men 
and women in religious orders declined, accord-
ing to Vatican statistics.
 At the end of 2021, the number of Catholics 
in the world reached 1.378 billion, up 1.3% from 
1.36 billion Catholics at the end of 2020, accord-
ing to the Vatican’s Central Office of Church 
Statistics. By contrast, the world’s population 
increased by 1.6% over the same period.
 The Vatican newspaper, L’Osservatore Ro-
mano, published a brief overview of the global 
numbers March 3.
 While Catholics remained about 17.67% of the 
global population, their numbers grew in Africa 
by about 3.1% and in the Americas and Asia by 
about 1% each, said the summary, which was 
based on numbers reported Dec. 31, 2021.

Number of Catholics rose in 2021,
and the number of priests declined

Official
 Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. 
Monforton announced that Father Thomas A. 
Chillog has been appointed a member of the 
diocesan Finance Council, effective March 8. 
The appointment, a five-year term, which ends 
March 8, 2028, is renewable at the discretion of 
the bishop of the Diocese of Steubenville.

Pope Francis greets the crowd as he arrives for 
his general audience in St. Peter’s Square at the 
Vatican Oct. 5, 2022. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — For a decade, even when 
discussing the internal workings of the Vatican, Pope Francis 
has insisted the church is not the church of Christ if it does 
not reach out, sharing the “joy of the Gospel” and placing 
the poor at the center of its attention.
 Signals that his papacy would be different started the 
moment he stepped out on the balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica 
the evening of March 13, 2013: He was not wearing a red, 
ermine-trimmed cape, and he bowed as he asked the crowd 
to pray that God would bless him. 
 The election of Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, marked the first time a Jesuit was made 
pope, and he was the first to come from the Americas, born 
of immigrant Italian parents. He chose the name “Francis” 
to honor St. Francis of Assisi, known for his poverty, 
commitment to peace and love of creation.
 That first night also gave a glimpse into how Pope Francis 
would lead the universal church in the uncharted situation of 
having a retired pope in the wings. He led everyone in prayer 
“for our Bishop Emeritus Benedict XVI.”
 Pope Francis has also made unexpected choices as to how 
he would live as pontiff; for example, he chose to reside in 
a Vatican guesthouse instead of the Apostolic Palace, he has 
used an annual penance celebration at the Vatican to publicly 
go to confession, he responds to many people who write to 
him with a letter, note or phone call, he meets regularly with 
victims of abuse, and he has gone in person to pay a bill, to 
pick up a new pair of glasses and to visit the elderly and the 
sick. 
 One kind of summary of his first 10 years as pope can be 
found in numbers: He has made 40 trips abroad, visiting 
60 countries; in eight consistories he created 95 cardinals 
under the age of 80 and eligible to vote in a conclave and 

Pope Francis celebrates 10th anniversary as pontiff

paid tribute to 26 churchmen over the age of 80; and he has 
presided over the canonizations of 911 new saints, including 
a group of more than 800 martyrs, but also Sts. John Paul II, 
John XXIII and Paul VI.
 In his first major document, the apostolic exhortation “The 
Joy of the Gospel,” he laid out a program for his papacy, 
looking inside the church and outside at the world to see what 
needed to be done to “encourage and guide the whole church 
in a new phase of evangelization, one marked by enthusiasm 
and vitality.”
 For Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny, prefect of the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, the 
agenda of Pope Francis is the original agenda of the Second 
Vatican Council. 
 Unlike St. John Paul II and the late Pope Benedict XVI, 
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Diocese of Steubenville Chancery
(Photo by DiCenzo)

Diocese sells chancery building

 STEUBENVILLE — The Diocese of 
Steubenville has reached an agreement to sell 
the chancery building at 422-24 Washington St., 
Steubenville, to The College of St. Joseph the 
Worker. 
 Scott Yarman, director, diocesan Office of Fa-
cilities and Property, said, “The diocese will have 
up to 15 months to vacate the building, rent free, 
when the agreement is finalized, and employees 
of the college will help with the move.” 
 Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton 
said, “We are exploring several smaller options to 
accommodate the fewer number of employees.” 
The diocese has been looking to relocate the 
chancery because of the reduction in staff and the 
repairs needed to the building. The bishop asked 
the current and retired priests in the diocese last 
April for their suggestions on where to relocate. 
Those options are being considered. 

An estimated 130 men from throughout the Diocese of Steubenville gather March 11 for a diocesan Men’s 
Day of Renewal at St. Stephen Church, Caldwell. John Bergsma, theology professor at Franciscan Univer-
sity of Steubenville and author of more than a dozen books, was the featured speaker. The day of renewal 
included the praying of the rosary, a reconciliation service and the celebration of Mass by Steubenville 
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton. (Photo by Orsatti) 

An estimated 130 men gather for diocesan retreat

• Story and additional photos/Page 12
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Pope Francis clarifies rules limiting celebration of pre-Vatican II Mass
By Cindy Wooden

Catholic News Service
 VATICAN CITY — Diocesan bishops 
must have Vatican authorization to allow 
the celebration of the pre-Vatican II Mass 
in a parish church, to establish a new 
“personal parish” for devotees of the 
old Mass or to allow its celebration by 
a priest ordained after July 2021 when 
Pope Francis issued rules restricting the 
celebration, he said.
 Any bishop who has granted a dispen-
sation from those rules must inform the 
Dicastery for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments, “which will 
assess the individual cases,” said a rescript 
approved by Pope Francis during a meet-
ing Feb. 20 with Cardinal Arthur Roche, 
prefect of the dicastery.
 The rescript, signed by Cardinal Roche, 
was released by the Vatican Feb. 21.
 Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey 
M. Monforton said, “The diocese is 
seeking to meet the pastoral needs of 

the faithful in accord with the norms, 
including the recent rescript, issued by 
the Holy See. Mass with the 1962 Missal 
is offered in Steubenville, and I have 
already requested a dispensation from 
the Holy See for that Mass to continue.”
 In July 2021 Pope Francis promulgated 
his apostolic letter “Traditionis Custodes” 
(Guardians of the Tradition), declaring 
the liturgical books promulgated after the 
Second Vatican Council to be “the unique 
expression of the ‘lex orandi’ (law of 
worship) of the Roman Rite,” restoring the 
obligation of priests to have their bishops’ 
permission to celebrate according to the 
“extraordinary” or pre-Vatican II Mass and 
ordering bishops not to establish any new 
groups or parishes in their dioceses devoted 
to the old liturgy.
 At the time, Pope Francis said his deci-
sion was meant “to promote the concord 
and unity of the church.”
 Many bishops granted temporary per-
mission in the summer of 2021 for the 

liturgies to continue while they studied the 
papal document and consulted their priests 
and faithful.
 Some bishops then granted dispensations 
to the rules, citing a paragraph of “Tradi-
tionis Custodes” that affirmed “it belongs 
to the diocesan bishop, as moderator, pro-
moter and guardian of the whole liturgical 
life of the particular church entrusted to 
him, to regulate the liturgical celebrations 
of his diocese.”
 In December 2021, then-Archbishop 
Roche published a formal “responsa ad 
dubia” – response to questions – asserting 
that it is up to his dicastery, “exercising 
the authority of the Holy See in matters 
within its competence,” to grant requests 
from bishops wanting to give dispensa-
tions from the specific norms set forth in 
“Traditionis Custodes” regarding the use 
of parish churches for the celebration of 
the pre-Vatican II liturgy.
 And he used the same language about 
the authority of the dicastery to require 

a bishop to seek the authorization of the 
dicastery before allowing a newly-ordained 
priest to celebrate the old rite.
 In the new rescript, Pope Francis affirmed 
that “these dispensations are reserved in a 
special way to the Apostolic See: the use of 
a parish church or the erection of a personal 
parish for the celebration of the Eucharist 
using the ‘Missale Romanum’ of 1962; 
and the granting of permission to priests 
ordained after the publication of the motu 
proprio ‘Traditionis Custodes’ to celebrate 
with the ‘Missale Romanum’ of 1962.”
 “The Dicastery for Divine Worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments exer-
cises the authority of the Holy See in the 
above-mentioned cases, supervising the 
observance of the provisions,” it said.
 The rescript added that “should a diocesan 
bishop have granted dispensations in the 
two cases mentioned above, he is obliged 
to inform the Dicastery for Divine Worship 
and the Discipline of the Sacraments, which 
will assess the individual cases.”

Pope Francis bows his head in prayer during his election night appearance 
on the central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican March 13, 2013. 
The crowd joined the pope in silent prayer after he asked them to pray that 
God would bless him. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Pope Francis did not attend any of the 
council sessions. And, in fact, because he 
was ordained to the priesthood Dec. 13, 
1969, he is the first pope to be ordained a 
priest after Vatican II. 
 The papacies of St. John Paul and Pope 
Benedict, Cardinal Czerny said, “reverted 
to a more doctrinal understanding of the 
council” with “some very good results and 
with some massive, unfinished business.”
 Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, 
New Jersey, told Catholic News Service 
he believes the first 10 years of Pope 
Francis’ pontificate have been preparation 
for “what’s happening right now, and that’s 
the synodal conversation.”
 The Second Vatican Council called 
Catholics to read the “signs of the times” 
and respond. And, the cardinal said, “this 
notion that we don’t have automatically 
prepared prescriptions for every challenge 
that faces us leads us to a fundamental tenet 
of our belief,” which is belief “in the Holy 
Spirit, the lord and giver of life.”
 While the synod involves meetings, 
Cardinal Tobin said, “synodality is a way 
of being church. It’s an ancient way of 
being church that is being recovered and 
lived in the circumstances in which we 
face ourselves today. And so, to my mind, 
that’s sort of the capstone of what Pope 
Francis has been working for over the last 
decade.”
 “I’ve called synodality his long game,” 

Pope Francis celebrates 10th anniversary
From Page 1

the cardinal said. “He’s convinced that the 
changed circumstances of our world and 
our world going forward demand a new 
appreciation for the role of the Holy Spirit 
and a way to access that gift that is given 
to all of us by virtue of our baptism.”
 Pope Francis has been laying the founda-
tion for the new synod process since the 
beginning of his pontificate, said Cardinal 
Blase J. Cupich of Chicago. “There’s an 
organic whole to all of this.”
 “I just wonder if, from the very begin-
ning, he had in his mind that this would 
be the trajectory of his pontificate, and the 

synod on synodality I think is, in some way, 
the opportunity for him to pull everything 
together,” he said. “There are people who 
want him to go faster, but he wants things 
to be held together and the church to be 
held together.”
 Asked what he thought was the most 
significant aspect of Pope Francis’ pon-
tificate, the cardinal cited his predecessor, 
the late Cardinal Francis E. George, who 
participated in the 2013 conclave, and said 
the best description of Pope Francis was 
“He’s free.”
 “He’s free in the sense of wanting to 

listen to different voices in the life of the 
church,” Cardinal Cupich said. “He’s free 
in being imaginative, but also he has the 
kind of freedom that really allows him to 
be joyful in this ministry.”
 “John Paul II told us what we should 
do. Benedict told us why we should do it. 
And Francis is saying, ‘Do it,’” the cardinal 
said. Pope Francis is leading by example 
in how he cares for the poor, sees God at 
work in people’s real lives and reaches out 
to people often overlooked by the church.
“I think history will look back on this 
pontificate as historic, as pivotal in the 
life of the church,” Cardinal Cupich said.
 In interviews focused on the 10th 
anniversary of his election, Pope Francis 
insisted it is not his task to make an 
accounting of what he has or has not 
accomplished since becoming pontiff.
 “The Lord will do the appraisal when he 
sees fit,” the pope told the Italian newspa-
per Il Fatto Quotidiano. 
 However, he said he was certain the 
criteria for judgment would be from Mat-
thew 25: feeding the hungry, welcoming 
the stranger, clothing the naked, caring for 
the sick and visiting prisoners.
 He did have three words for what he 
hopes for the future: “Fraternity, tears, 
smiles.” 
 When asked by Vatican News what he 
would want as a gift for his 10th anniver-
sary, Pope Francis responded: “Peace. We 
need peace.”

 VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Here is a 
timeline of some significant events in Pope 
Francis’ pontificate:
 2013, March 13: Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio of Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
is elected pope on the second day of the 
conclave becoming the first pope from the 
Southern Hemisphere and the first non-
European elected in almost 1,300 years. 
The Jesuit was also the first member of 
his order to be elected pope and the first 
member of any religious order elected in 
nearly two centuries.
 2013, July 8: Pope Francis makes his 

A timeline of Pope Francis’ pontificate
first trip outside of Rome, choosing to 
go to the Italian island of Lampedusa to 
underline the plight of migrants crossing 
the Mediterranean and the countless lives 
lost at sea.
 2014, June 8: Pope Francis, Israeli Pres-
ident Shimon Peres, Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas, Orthodox Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople 
and others come together in the Vatican 
Gardens for an unprecedented gathering 
to pray for peace in the Holy Land.
 2015, Sept. 19-27: Pope Francis travels 
to Cuba then to Washington, D.C., New 

York and Philadelphia during his first 
visit to the United States. He addressed 
Congress, the United Nations and the 
World Meeting and Families, canonized 
St. Junipero Serra and visited the 9/11 
memorial in New York.
 2015, Dec. 8: Pope Francis opens 
the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica to 
inaugurate a Holy Year of Mercy. He 
invited churches around the world to 
designate a holy door as a reminder of his 
call for reconciliation.
 2016, Feb. 12-17: Pope Francis, on 
his way to Mexico, stops in Cuba to 

meet Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill 
of Moscow at the Havana airport and 
sign a joint declaration in the presence of 
Cuban President Raul Castro. In Mexico, 
he celebrated Mass in Ciudad Juárez, 
which borders El Paso, Texas. Hundreds 
of thousands of people attended the Mass, 
which included faithful on both sides of 
the border.
 2017, April 13: Pope Francis goes to a 
maximum security to celebrate the Holy 
Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper and 
washes the feet of 12 prisoners, including 

To Page 3
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Bishop Monforton’s Schedule

Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton gathers with catechumens, candidates and their sponsors at the Rite of 
Election, March 5, at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta. (Photo provided)

Rite of Election takes place for southern counties

By Justin McLellan
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis will travel to Hungary 
April 28-30 where he will meet with government officials, 
refugees, academic scholars and young people in Budapest, 
the Vatican announced Feb. 27.
 The pope will arrive in Budapest April 28 and will 
meet with Katalin Novák, president of Hungary, and the 
country’s prime minister, Viktor Orbán, as well as local 
bishops, priests and other members of Hungary’s Catholic 
community.
 Novák, who is Hungary’s first female head of state, 
invited Pope Francis to visit Hungary during her visit to 
the Vatican Aug. 26, 2022.
 The pope will only spend one full day in the country 
April 29, during which he will meet privately with chil-
dren from a local school, speak with refugees and people 
in need, address young people in Hungary and meet with 
the local Jesuit community.
 Before returning to Rome late afternoon April 30, he will 
celebrate Mass before the Hungarian Parliament building 
and meet with scholars from Budapest’s Pázmány Péter 
Catholic University.
 Pope Francis previously traveled to Budapest to celebrate 
the closing Mass of the 52nd International Eucharistic 
Congress which was held in the city ahead of a four-day 
visit to Slovakia in 2021. The pope specified that his trip 
to Budapest in 2021 was not part of an apostolic visit to 
Hungary, although he met with Hungary’s then-president, 
János Áder, and Orbán.
 The Hungarian prime minister traveled to Rome Jan. 
3 to pay his respects to the late Pope Benedict XVI, who 
was then lying in repose in St. Peter’s Basilica.
 In a statement published Feb. 27, Cardinal Péter Erdo of 
Esztergom-Budapest said that the pope’s visit to Budapest 
is a “particular joy” for everyone in his archdiocese as 
well as those who will travel to the city from throughout 
Hungary and abroad.
 “May our meeting with the successor of St. Peter be a 
decisive step on the path we walk together toward Christ,” 
he wrote.
 Some of the highlights of Pope Francis’ trip to Hungary 
will include:
 •  Courtesy visit with the president inside Sándor Palace;
 • Meeting with the prime minister. and with authorities 
and members of the diplomatic corps in a former Carmelite 
Monastery;
 • Meeting with bishops, priests, religious, seminarians 
and pastoral workers in St. Stephen’s Basilica;
 • Private visit to the children attending the Blessed László 
Batthyány-Strattmann Institute; and
 • Meeting with refugees and people in need in the church 
of St. Elizabeth of Hungary. 

March
18-27     U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
              Subcommittee on Central and Eastern Europe
              meetings
29              Catholic Conference of Ohio meeting, Columbus,
              Ohio, 10 a.m.
31          Tournament of Truth, St. Mary Central School,
              St. Clairsville, 1 p.m.

Pope plans visit to Hungary in April

three women and a Muslim man, who was preparing for 
baptism. The celebration continued a practice he began 
as archbishop of Buenos Aires and performed every Holy 
Thursday as pope: including Catholics and non-Catholics, 
men and women, especially those who are marginalized in 
the foot-washing rite.
 2018, Aug. 2: Pope Francis orders the revision of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church to describe the death 
penalty as morally inadmissible and to affirm that the 
church “works with determination for its abolition world-
wide.”
 2018, April 21: Pope Francis appoints three women as 
consultors to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
the first time women and laypeople were named as active 
contributors – not support staff. They joined a growing 
number of women the pope has named to top-level posi-
tions at the Vatican.

A timeline
From Page 2  2019, Feb. 4: Pope Francis and Sheikh Ahmad el-Tayeb, 

grand imam of Egypt’s Al-Azhar mosque and university, 
sign the document on “Human Fraternity for World Peace 
and Living Together” during an interreligious meeting in 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.
 2019, Feb. 21-24: Pope Francis convenes a global 
summit on child protection and abuse, bringing together 
nearly 200 church leaders – presidents of bishops’ 
conferences, the heads of the Eastern Catholic churches, 
superiors of men’s and women’s religious orders, survivors 
and Roman Curia officials. The summit at the Vatican 
included a penitential liturgy.
 2020, March 27: In the midst of the coronavirus pan-
demic, Pope Francis prays and delivers his extraordinary 
blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the city and the world) during 
an evening prayer service from St. Peter’s Basilica at the 
Vatican. St. Peter’s Square was empty, and the service was 
livestreamed.
 2021, March 5-8: Pope visits Iraq amidst sporadic 
violence continuing in the country and COVID-19. He 
honored those who remained faithful and worked to rebuild 
the country.
 2021, July 4: The pope undergoes a three-hour scheduled 
surgery at a Rome hospital to remove part of his colon. 
Officials said it was required to treat diverticulitis, when 
bulging pouches in the lining of the intestine or colon be-
come inflamed or infected. Throughout his pontificate he 
has suffered bouts of painful sciatica, and knee problems 
led him to start using a wheelchair in 2022.
 2022, July 24-29: Pope Francis makes “a penitential 
trip” to Canada to meet with, listen to and apologize to 
members of Canada’s First Nation, Métis and Inuit commu-
nities, especially those who experienced abuse or attempts 
at forced assimilation at church-run residential schools.
 2023, Jan. 5: Pope Francis presides over the funeral 
Mass for Pope Benedict XVI in St. Peter’s Square. It was 
the first time in more than 200 years that a pope celebrated 
the funeral of his predecessor.
 2023, March 13: Pope Francis celebrates his 10th an-
niversary as pope with a morning Mass in the chapel of 
his residence, the Domus Sanctae Marthae, with cardinals.

Pope Francis holds the monstrance as he delivers 
his extraordinary blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the 
city and the world) during a prayer service in 
the portico of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican 
March 27, 2020. The service was livestreamed 
in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic. (CNS 
photo/Vatican Media)
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Join Father Tom Chillog 
on this wonderful journey 
to one of the most scenic 
regions of Italy! Visit the 
cities and sights of Rome, 
Florence, Lucca, Viareggio, 
Pisa, the Cinque Terre of 
the Italian Riviera, Volterra, 
Siena, Arezzo, and San 
Gimignano from November 
6-18, 2023. The tour price 
is $4977.00 per person in 
double occupancy, including 

roundtrip air from Pittsburgh, first-class hotels, most meals, coach travel, and guided 
sightseeing. For a brochure, contact Fr. Chillog (tchillog@stmaryschurchstc.com). 
For more information call (800) 842-4842 or email Jane (jane@select-intl.com) at 
Select International Tours or go to the website: selectinternationaltours.com. Tour 
code is: 23JA11ITTC. Initial deposit is due by July 21, 2023.

Welcome to the Light of the East
  St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church 

207 Standard St., Mingo Junction 
Sunday Divine Liturgy – 11 a.m. 

St Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church
 814 N. 5th St., Toronto

  Sunday Vigil Divine Liturgy – Saturday, 5 p.m. 
weekdays/holidays – as announced at both churches

Rev. Father John Kapitan Jr, O.F.M. – revfrjohnjr@aol.com

Father Ward is designing paschal candles for Lawrence County churches

Father Nicholas S. Ward works on the paschal candle for St. Joseph Church, 
Ironton, at his desk. The candle’s artwork is visible in the photo at right. 
Father Ward, parochial vicar to Father Wayne E. Morris, pastor of St. Ann 
Parish, Chesapeake; St. Joseph and St. Lawrence O’Toole parishes, Ironton; 
and St. Mary Mission, Pine Grove; is designing the paschal candles for each 
of the Lawrence County churches this year. (Photos provided)

have been much higher. Then, the thought 
occurred to me I could order blank candles 
and create my own designs for them.”
 He continued, “A brief internet search 
yielded almost instantly the result I had 
hoped for: As it turns out, I’m not the only 
one to have had this thought.” Father Ward 
discovered “several people” who create 
their own paschal candles, including a 
woman who “designs, paints and sells 
them along with other religious goods.” 
He added, “I’m not even the first among 
priests, as I discovered an article written 
by a Dominican friar in England who 
paints the candle for his friary every year. 
And, then I discovered this priest in Mas-
sachusetts who doesn’t paint, but makes the 
paschal candles for many churches in his 
diocese using old fashioned candle making 
methods. So, the path has been well blazed 
at this point.”
 Father Ward said, “I guess I was more 
inclined to this approach because in a world 
where paschal candles are mass produced 
and sacred music is more often enjoyed 
on tape than in church, it’s good to be able 
to provide people with something tactile, 
something real: a work of art instead of a 
product, you might say. It’s impractical, 
but not everything has to be, or should be. 
The opportunity to demonstrate how the 
devotion of time and effort and talent to 
make something lovely, especially if it is 
for the service of God, is totally worth it, 
if you ask me.”
 He described how he creates the artwork: 
“First, you have to think of a design, in-
corporating the traditional elements of the 

paschal candle: the cross, the current year 
and the alpha and omega, along with other 
suitable religious imagery. Having drawn 
the design on white printer paper, I then 
tape graphite paper to the back and wrap 
it around the candle so that, when I trace 
the design onto the candle, the graphite 
underneath binds to the wax on the candle. 
Then, I apply a synthetic wax binder and 
apply the paint by brush, which for me is 
either acrylic or gouache. Sometimes, I ap-
ply gold leaf as well. I have thought about 
using more sophisticated methods, such as 
sculpting a design into the wax or molding 
my own wax decorations to apply to the 
candle, but I haven’t gotten that fancy yet!”
 Father Ward shared what each paschal 
candle will feature: St. Joseph’s candle 
“contains typological allegories of baptism 

By Matthew A. DiCenzo
Staff writer

 CHESAPEAKE/IRONTON/PINE 
GROVE — This Easter, the paschal 
candles at St. Ann, Chesapeake; St. Joseph 
and St. Lawrence O’Toole, Ironton; and 
St. Mary Mission, Pine Grove; will be 
uniquely designed by Father Nicholas S. 
Ward.
 Each year at the beginning of the Easter 
Vigil Mass, a “fire is blessed, and the pas-
chal candle is lighted to illumine the night 
so that all may hear the Easter proclamation 
and listen to the word of God proclaimed 
in the Scriptures,” according to the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ website 
– www.usccb.org. The website reads the 
paschal candle should be replaced each 
year and made of wax, never artificial. The 
candle also needs to be “sufficiently large” 
so “it may convey the truth that Christ is the 
light of the world” since it is the “symbol of 
the light of Christ, rising in glory, scattering 
the darkness of our hearts and minds.”
 Father Ward, who serves as parochial 
vicar to Father Wayne E. Morris, pastor 
of St. Ann, St. Joseph and St. Lawrence 
O’Toole parishes and St. Mary Mission, 
began decorating paschal candles last 
year when he was assigned in Wintersville 
at Blessed Sacrament and Our Lady of 
Lourdes parishes. He said, “I came up with 
the idea to do this because in my old assign-
ment, the previous pastor ordered the same 
comparatively plain, inexpensive candle 
design, year after year. When I looked 
into switching it up, I realized that the cost 
for a more richly decorated candle would 

from the Scriptures”; St. Lawrence 
O’Toole’s (which he is working on as of 
the time of this interview) “reflects the 
parish’s Irish heritage and contains designs 
inspired by the Book of Kells”; St. Ann’s 
“will feature an icon of the parish’s patron 
saint and the Blessed Mother”; and St. 
Mary Mission’s “will feature Mary as the 
woman of Revelation in the high gothic 
style.”
 Through his art, Father Ward said, “I 
hope to share with my parishioners the joy 
of discovering God in the sacramental life 
of the church in its profundity, splendor 
and richness. The Easter candle, like so 
many of the other beautiful sacramentals 
in our Catholic faith, contains an excellent 
opportunity for catechetical instruction and 
spiritual nourishment.”
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Refrigeration • Heating • 
Air Conditioning

Colegate Drive, Marietta     
373-5869

CAwley & PeoPles
FuneRal Homes

Marietta (373-1111) Lowell    (896-3000) 
         Barlow    (678-2277)

McCarthy Real Estate

Under all is the land, own some of it.
318 2nd st., marietta, oH 45750

740-373-1523
800-367-9558

www.mariettaRealestate.com

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton visits with the Marians of the Immaculate Conception, 
Steubenville, March 7. The bishop prayed the rosary, celebrated evening prayer and had dinner. 
(Photo provided)

Bishop monforton visits, prays with the marians

 My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

 I want to express my personal gratitude to those of 
you who responded to the 2023 Diocesan/Parish Share 
Campaign – either through your financial support or 
through your prayers. Our parishes and ministries 
throughout the Diocese of Steubenville rely on your 
generosity to continue the mission of the church. Your 
generosity is a sign of your love for your church and for 
one another.
 For those who were unable to complete their pledge 
for the DPSC last weekend, additional pledge cards are 
available – either in your pews or at the entrances of the 
church. Please take a moment to complete a card. You can 
drop it in the collection basket or mail it directly to the 
diocese. You can also contribute to the campaign online 
at www.give.diosteub.org.
 May the Lord continue to bless you and our beloved 
Diocese of Steubenville.

 Yours in Christ,

	 Most	Reverend	Jeffrey	M.	Monforton
 Bishop of Steubenville

Bishop thanks DPsC donors

learn from the synod, be ‘missionary disciples,’ pope tells us seminarians
By Justin McLellan

Catholic News Service
 VATICAN CITY — Tomorrow’s priests are called to 
be “missionary disciples” in light of the church’s synodal 
journey, Pope Francis told U.S. seminarians.
 Speaking to the Cleveland-based community of St. 
Mary’s Seminary during an audience at the Vatican March 
6 to mark the seminary’s 175th anniversary, the pope said 
that learning to listen, to walk together and to bear witness 
to God are “essential” characteristics of priestly formation 
that are principles of synodality.
 The current Synod of Bishops opened by Pope Francis 
in October 2021 seeks to gather input from all baptized 
members of the church to inform discussions among the 
world’s bishops on building a listening church. The bishops 
will	meet	in	Rome	in	two	sessions,	the	first	in	October	2023	
and then again one year later.
 Pope Francis urged the seminarians to listen to God by 
making room for him in their lives every day and praying 
in silence before the tabernacle.
 “Never forget the importance of placing yourselves 
before the Lord to hear what he wants to say to you,” he 
said. “Listening to the Lord also involves the response 
of faith to all that he has revealed and the church hands 
on.”
 The pope told them that walking together does not only 
mean forming strong bonds with other seminarians, but 
also with their bishop, local priests, consecrated men and 
women, and lay faithful.
	 “The	good	shepherd	walks	with	 the	flock:	sometimes	
ahead, to mark the way; sometimes in the midst, to encour-
age them and sometimes behind, to accompany those who 
may be struggling,” Pope Francis said. “Always remember 
how	important	it	is	to	walk	with	the	flock,	never	apart	from	
it.”
 He explained how “listening to God and walking with 
others bears fruit in our becoming living signs of Jesus 
present in the world.” The pope then asked the seminarians 

Pope Francis addresses a group from St. Mary’s Seminary in Cleveland at the Vatican March 6. The 
pope asked the seminarians to become “missionary disciples.” (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

to bear witness to God’s merciful love through their lives 
and actions and share it with everyone, “especially the 
poor and those in need.”
 Pope Francis underscored that those three tenets of 
synodality, listening, walking together, and witness, also 
mark each seminarian’s path toward the priesthood.
 St. Mary’s Seminary was established in Cleveland in 
1848	 by	 the	 first	 bishop	 of	 the	Diocese	 of	Cleveland,	

Bishop Louis Amadeus Rappe. In addition to preparing 
seminarians for the priesthood, it also awards graduate 
and doctoral degrees in theology, divinity and ministry. 
 Diocese of steubenville Bishop emeritus Gilbert 
I. sheldon, a native of the Diocese of Cleveland who 
served as a Cleveland auxiliary bishop prior to being 
appointed bishop of steubenville, received his master 
of Divinity from st. mary’s seminary.
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Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon

 note: This article was originally published in the Feb. 
24, 2006, edition of The steubenville Register.

 In connection with chastity or purity, Pope John Paul 
speaks of “piety.” 
 Piety is part of the family of virtues associated with 
justice. In common usage, piety suggests the word, pious, 
which is usually attributed to a person who is spiritually 
oriented and religious in outlook and practice. That is but 
one application. The word originally carried the connota-
tion of respect. Piety promotes respect where it is due. 
Hence, patriotism is piety or respect for one’s country. 
Filial piety is respect for one’s parents. The religiously 
pious person is respectful of those things that have to do 
with God and faith.
 Piety also has application to sexuality in that it promotes 
respect for the human body because of its place in the 
plan of God. We have already discussed the dignity of the 
human body, made, as it is “in the image and likeness of 
God” (Gn 1:27). Even more so, such is the case with the 
Christian because, for the baptized, the body is a “temple 
of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 6:19).
 Piety is also one of the “Seven Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.” The gifts of the Holy Spirit are supernatural 
endowments by which God assists 
us in the natural practice of virtue 
of whatever kind. The sexual urge 
being what it is, the gift of piety is 
sorely needed by fallen mankind. 
Piety therefore embraces both the 
virtue of chastity and the virtue of 
religion (justice to God as our creator). For this reason, 
St. Paul could exhort his readers to chastity saying quite 
appropriately, “So glorify God in your body” (1 Cor 
6:20).
 Pope John Paul says: “The connection of purity with 
love, that gift of the Holy Spirit, piety, is a part of the 
theology of the body which is little known, but which 
deserves particular study.” He will probe more deeply into 
this dimension, the connection between purity and love, 

Bishop Sheldon

when he discusses the sacramental character of Christian 
marriage.
 Thus far, our study of the theology of the body has 
considered	the	Old	Testament,	primarily	in	the	first	three	
chapters of Genesis. However, the Wisdom books of the 
Old	Testament	offer	more	for	our	study.	The	pope	calls	
attention to this passage: “Lord, Father and master of my 
life. ... Who will apply the lash to my thoughts, to my mind 
the rod of discipline, that my failings may not be spared, 
nor the sins of my heart overlooked; ... Lord, Father and 
God	of	my	life.	...	A	brazen	look	allow	me	not;	ward	off	
passion from my heart. Let not the lustful ravings of the 
flesh	master	me,	surrender	me	not	to	shameless	desires”	
(Sir 23:1-6).
 The pope explains: “It is not so much that purity is a 
condition for wisdom, but wisdom is a condition for purity, 
as	a	special	gift	of	God.	Wisdom	is	the	first	of	the	Seven	
Gifts of the Holy Spirit. He goes on to point out that purity 
has a twofold dimension, that of a virtue and that of a gift. 
Purity as a virtue opens us to receive the gift of wisdom. 
The gift of wisdom then strengthens the virtue of purity.
St. Paul sheds further light on this when he says: “To the 
pure, all things are pure, but to the corrupt, and unbeliev-
ing, nothing is pure; their very minds and consciences are 
corrupted. They profess to know God, but deny him by 
their deeds” (Ti 1:15-16). This passage has been misinter-
preted by some to mean that purity and impurity are only 

in the mind, and that a person cre-
ates for him or herself what is pure 
and what is impure. This is entirely 
incompatible with those passages in 
St. Paul that we have seen already, 
e.g., Galatians, 5:16-23. To the pure 
of heart, who are further endowed 

with the gift of wisdom, “all things are pure” because 
such a person does not willfully entertain in heart or mind 
anything other than what is pure.
 The present situation of mankind is that of fallen man-
kind, infected with original sin. John Paul says: “At the 
same time ... it is necessary to consider the ... fundamental 
truth about man, his being male and female, in the prism of 
another situation (i.e., other than that of original innocence 
and state of grace), that is the one that was formed through 

breaking	the	first	covenant	with	the	Creator,	that	is,	through	
original sin. Such truth about man male and female-should 
be seen in the context of his hereditary sinfulness.”
	 As	we	 saw,	 that	 “hereditary	 sinfulness”	 is	 identified	
elsewhere	in	Scripture	as	the	“threefold	lust”	of	the	flesh,	
the eyes, and pride of life (see, 1 John, Chapter 2, Verse 
16). For many, especially in today’s society immersed in 
the	sexual	revolution,	the	lust	of	the	flesh	is	the	most	obvi-
ous and the most commonly given into.
 In this connection, the pope returns again to the words 
of Our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount: “What I say to 
you is: anyone who looks lustfully at a woman has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart” (Mt 5:28). In a 
society where sex is a multi-billion-dollar commodity, 
how realistic are these words? John Paul contends: “But 
Christ’s words are realistic. They do not try to make the 
human heart return to the state of original innocence. ... 
On the contrary, they indicate to him the way to a purity 
of heart which is possible and accessible to him even in 
the state of hereditary sinfulness. ... The interior man must 
open himself to the life of the Spirit, in order to partici-
pate in evangelical (i.e., Gospel-based) purity of heart to 
rediscover and realize the value of the body, freed through 
redemption from the bonds of lust. ... Purity in the sense of 
temperance matures in the heart of the person who culti-
vates	it.	...	The	efficacy	of	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	whose	
“temple” the human body is, is ... manifested precisely in 
such mature purity. This gift is above all that of piety ... 
which restores to the experience of the body, especially ... 
the sphere of the mutual relations of man and woman ... all 
its simplicity ... and also its interior joy. ... The satisfaction 
of	the	passions	is	one	thing,	and	the	joy	that	man	finds	in	
mastering himself more fully is another thing.”
 Mankind has fallen, but it has been redeemed and given 
access to the life of grace and the gifts of the Spirit. In St. 
Paul’s words, “I can do all things in him who strengthens 
me” (Phil 4:13).

“The religiously pious person is 
respectful of those things that 
have to do with God and faith.”

Father Shell

Adoration
By Father Jonas A. Shell

 There is a very well known and poignant episode in 
the life of Christ that gets to the heart of living a morally 
upright life. A scholar of the law seeks to test Jesus and 
asks him which is the greatest commandment in the law. 
His response is well known. It is a response from a prayer 
often recited in Jewish tradition called the Shema. Like the 
often recited Our Father in Christian tradition, the Shema is 
the	first	word	of	the	prayer:	“Hear	(shema),	O	Israel:	The	
LORD our God is one LORD; and you shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your might” (Dt 6:4). After echoing this prayer, 
Jesus	says,	“This	is	the	great	and	first	commandment.	And,	
a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the law and the 
prophets” (Mt 22:38-39). Although this saying of Jesus is 
well known in Christian tradition, it seems more emphasis 
is given to the second commandment or even confused to 
be	above	the	first.	The	first	and	great	commandment	is	to	
truly love God above all else. Jesus reveals to us this order 
of	God	first,	then	neighbor.	If	our	hearts	are	truly	directed	
to the love of God, then we can truly love our neighbor as 
ourselves. So, we must seek to learn to love God.
 Another word we use to describe this love of God above 
all things is adoration. This is an attitude that we nourish 
and cultivate toward God, who is our creator and savior 
(see, Catechism of the Catholic Church, Paragraphs 2096 
and 2628). You may only hear this term in association 
with the time of exposition of Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-
ment. This is when a consecrated host is placed in a glass 
piece (a luna) and put into what is called a monstrance so 
that people can gaze upon Jesus. This is commonly called 
adoration (of the Blessed Sacrament). But, adoration is not 
relegated	to	this	specific	action,	it	is	the	general	and	first	
attitude of our hearts acknowledging God as the master 

To Page 8

‘The Theology of the Body’
Chastity and Piety
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Blessed are the Merciful

Bishop Monforton

By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton

 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy” (Mt 5:7).

 To be merciful is to be concerned more directly with 
moral and spiritual values. Apathy or ambivalence has 
no place in mercy. We are to be concerned not so much 
about ourselves, but those who are near to us, those 
who are dear to us, and even those who are distant to 
us.  
 God did not create this world to be divisive, but to be 
unitive. In other words, you and I are invited to choose 
the Light. We need mercy. We all require forgiveness 
and as Jesus says in the Gospel according to Luke, 
“Be merciful as your 
Father is merciful.” Our 
Christian service should 
be striking evidence of 
that very mercy to which 
the Lord calls us.
 However, the question 
remains: how do you and 
I get out of our “comfort zone” in order to broaden our 
service	base?		In	order	to	be	merciful,	we	first	must	
leave	the	“me	first”	philosophy	which	permeates	our	
present culture.

 Cardinal (Raniero) Cantalamessa, in his book on the 
Beatitudes instructs that to be merciful is an essential 
quality for us human beings if we are to act as if made 
in the image and likeness of God. To be merciful as God 
is merciful echoes the Book of Leviticus command “you 
shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy.” We are 
all too familiar that the virtue of mercy is not necessarily 
the most celebrated virtue in social media. That cannot be 
us.
 The Prodigal Son Parable, which I like to retitle “The 
Merciful Father,” highlights the error of the eldest son: 
thinking that by staying home and sharing everything 
with the father is something he deserves rather than an 
immense privilege. The eldest son has the attitude of a 
mercenary.  

We are reminded that mercy and forgiveness, another 
gift from the Lord that is not 
necessarily exercised terri-
bly well in social media, are 
mutually inclusive. Cardinal 
Cantalamessa likens a com-
munity to a motor. Motors 
have friction as do com-
munities, especially parish 

communities and families. Forgiveness is that motor oil 
that neutralizes or minimalizes the friction. Kind words 
are	the	ultimate	friction	fighters.		
 This Lenten season perhaps we should ask ourselves 

as together we climb the Easter mountain of Lent, 
how can you and I be more the solution instead of the 
problem? We are called to be merciful as our Father 
is merciful and we echo that every time we recite The 
Lord’s Prayer.

Stay holy; stay healthy; stay safe.

Inclusion and Exclusion
By Bishop Robert Barron

 I would like to follow up on an earlier article I wrote on 
the notions of “inclusivity” and “welcome,” which have 
come to dominate the Catholic conversation in the lead-up 
to the Synod on Synodality. Many voices from around the 
world are clamoring for greater inclusion in the church and 
are scoring church leaders for maintaining, apparently, 
structures	of	exclusion.	A	first	difficulty	with	this,	I	have	
argued, is that it runs afoul of the example of Jesus him-
self, who was, quite obviously, radical in his welcoming 
outreach to everyone, but at the same time, equally radical 
in his demand for conversion. To no one did Jesus ever 
offer	welcome	tout court; he always summoned them to 
the hard work of real discipleship.
 A second problem I would like to explore in this article 
is the logical inconsistency involved in treating inclusiv-
ity as an absolute value. The paradox is that real inclusion 
positively depends upon real exclusion, and the slightest 

reflection	can	make	 this	clear.	When	someone	petitions	
welcome or inclusion into a group or a society of any 
kind, she is seeking entry into a collectivity with some 
sort	of	definition.	Otherwise,	the	inclusion	would	lose	any	
significance.	But	to	speak	of	definition	is	to	speak	of	limits,	
borders, distinctiveness and a peculiar structuring logic. 
 Thus the Abraham Lincoln Society is made up of those 
who	have	an	affection	for	and/or	deep	interest	in	the	life	and	
accomplishments of Abraham Lincoln. By its very nature, 
it would exclude anyone uninterested in Lincoln or desir-
ous of undermining the study of the 16th president. Thus, 
if a person with a profound passion for Lincoln presented 
herself for membership but was told that she would be 
excluded on account of her gender, we would quite rightly 
take the Lincoln Society for task for being unjustly exclu-
sive. But if someone with no interest in Lincoln whatsoever 
were politely informed that he would not be accepted into 
the group and then were to complain of the injustice being 
done to him, we would have little sympathy with him. The 
first	applicant	was	seeking	to	conform	herself	to	the	inner	
logic of the society, but the second applicant was not.
 Or to take another example, the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra is a highly exclusive society, for it is made up of 
some of the very best instrumentalists on the planet. Those 
who play for the CSO have made it through a series of 
fiercely	competitive	contests	ever	since	they	were	small	
children. Armies of players have been excluded all along 
the way in order for them to occupy the chairs they have 
in the orchestra, and this very exclusivity is what makes 
the Chicago Symphony what it is. Now suppose that 
an extremely gifted young African-American flautist 
sought inclusion in the CSO. Suppose further that he had 

performed	magnificently	 at	 his	 audition	 and	had	glow-
ing recommendations from other elite players. And then 
suppose that he was excluded on account of his race. The 
entire	country	would,	with	complete	justification,	rise	up	
in protest at the gross injustice of the situation. The reason 
for the outcry would be, of course, that the young man was 
legitimately	seeking	 inclusion	according	 to	 the	defining	
logic of the orchestra, and his race should never have been 
a consideration. But now suppose that someone who could 
barely	play	a	simple	tune	on	the	flute	was	applying	for	ad-
mission to the CSO. He would, naturally, be rejected. And 
then suppose that, in the wake of his rejection, he were 
loudly to complain that the Chicago Symphony is an elit-
ist organization marked by structures of exclusivity. Well, 
the whole country, I imagine, would laugh or yawn, for he 
would be treating this world-class ensemble as though it 
had	no	defining	qualities	or	no	legitimate	expectations	of	
those who would participate in it. 
 Now, to be sure, both of these analogies limp, but 
something at least similar obtains in regard to welcoming 
someone into the life of the church. The invitation of Christ 
goes out to everyone. Period. Black, white, male, female, 
gay, straight, transgender, fascist, communist – whoever 
you are – you are welcome. The arms of the church, like the 
arms of the Bernini colonnade outside St. Peter’s Basilica, 
reach out to include you. But you are being invited, not 
into	an	amorphous	collectivity,	but	rather	into	a	defined	
community, into a family with a moral and legal structure, 
into the mystical body of Christ. If, therefore, you were 
to say, “I demand to be included, but I have no interest in 
conforming myself to Christ’s demands, to the teaching 

Bishop Barron To Page 8

“God did not create this world to be divisive, 
but to be unitive. In other words, you and I are 
invited to choose the Light. We need mercy.”
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of the church, to the expectations of the 
community,”	you	would	find	yourself	 in	
an untenable position. 
 It is precisely the dynamic tension be-
tween inclusion and exclusion that, I fear, is 
often overlooked in the sometimes overly 
enthusiastic language of “welcome.” I 
would like to conclude by repeating a line 
from Francis Cardinal George that cannot 
really be improved upon as a summary of 

Inclusion and Exclusion
From Page 7 what I have been arguing here: “All are 

welcome in the church, but on Christ’s 
terms, not their own.” 

 Bishop Barron is the bishop of Winona-
Rochester, minnesota. He is the founder 
of Word on Fire Catholic ministries, 
headquartered in Des Plaines, Illinois. 
a nonprofit global media apostolate, 
additional information is available at 
www.wordonfire.org.

seal of Confession under attack? Delaware, Vermont bills draw criticism
By Kevin J. Jones

Catholic News Agency
 DENVER — Two state legislatures 
are considering ending any legal protec-
tions for a priest who learns about sexual 
abuse in the confessional. In response, 
Catholic leaders warned that the laws 
are unconstitutional, put priests in legal 
jeopardy, and endanger confidentiality 
with penitents.
 Delaware’s House Bill 74 is among 
the proposals to end clergy protections 
in mandatory sexual abuse reporting 
laws.
 “This act abrogates the privilege be-
tween priest and penitent in a sacramental 
confession relating to child abuse and 
neglect,” says the bill summary on the 
Delaware General Assembly’s website. “It 
requires priests to report child abuse and 
neglect or to give or accept evidence in a 
judicial proceeding relating to child abuse 
or neglect.”
 The legislation prompted criticism from 
the Catholic Diocese of Wilmington. “The 
sacrament of confession and its seal of 
confession is a fundamental aspect of the 
church’s sacramental theology and prac-
tice. It is nonnegotiable,” the Wilmington 
Diocese said. “No Catholic priest or bishop 
would ever break the seal of confession 
under any circumstances.”
 “The Diocese of Wilmington consid-
ers the protection of the vulnerable to be 
one of the most important aims of public 

Bishop Christopher J. Coyne
(CNA photo)

policy,” the diocese continued. “However, 
this legislation would not advance that 
vital objective.”
 The requirement would be practically 
“nearly impossible to meet” for Catholic 
clergy because almost all sacramental 
confessions are anonymous.
 “It would be a clear violation of the 
First Amendment for the government to 
interfere in this most sacred and ancient 
practice of our faith,” said the diocese, 
which voiced concerns about infringe-
ment on the rights of other faith com-
munities.
 Catholic canon law characterizes the seal 
of sacramental confession as “inviolable.” 

It says it is “absolutely forbidden for a 
confessor to betray in any way a penitent 
in words or in any manner and for any 
reason.”
 Breaking this seal incurs an automatic 
excommunication that only the pope can 
pardon, the Wilmington Diocese said. 
Delaware law already requires priests to 
be mandatory reporters of suspected abuse, 
and internal diocese policy requires priests 
to report suspected child abuse to civil 
authorities.
 In Vermont, Bishop Christopher J. Coyne 
of Burlington appeared before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee on March 3 to oppose 
Bill S.16. The bill would fully eliminate 
clergy’s protection from the mandatory 
abuse reporting law if reporting abuse 
would violate a privilege or disclose con-
fidential	communication.
 According to Bishop Coyne, the legisla-
tion “crosses a constitutionally protected 
element of our religious faith: the right to 
worship	as	we	see	fit.”
 “There is no question that protecting 
children is essential and criminals must 
be held accountable for their crimes. But 
disregarding fundamental religious rights 
is unnecessary,” he said.
 The exemption to the current law is “very 
narrow,”	 according	 to	Coyne.	No	 office	
conversations or counseling sessions are 
privileged. He characterized confession 
as “a moment of worship in which the 
penitent seeks God’s mercy.”
 Bishop Coyne said all clergy and lay 
employees of the Burlington Diocese are 
mandatory reporters. Anyone who works 
for the diocese or diocesan parishes must 
have a criminal background check and safe 
environment training to recognize signs of 
child abuse.
 “The priest has a sacred duty to maintain 
the secrecy of sacramental confession,” he 
said. “The sacramental seal of confession is 
the worldwide law of the Catholic Church, 
not just the diocese. No bishop has the 
authority to change this.”
 “Requiring clergy to report child abuse 
learned during a penitential communica-
tion would infringe upon our First Amend-
ment rights,” said the bishop. “Not just 
the rights of myself and the clergy but the 
rights of all of the Catholics in the state of 
Vermont and the rights of any other faith 
community that has that kind of a privi-
leged penitential communication.”
 From ancient times confessions could 
not be shared with anyone else even if it 
was to the advantage of the church or the 
priest, according to Bishop Coyne.
 “Today, the president of the United 
States could go to confession to a priest and 
the priest would not have to worry about 
being subpoenaed by Congress to expose 

what was said,” Bishop Coyne said.
 Persons at the confessional do have to 
be truly penitent and seek to change their 
lives, the bishop added. Clergy could en-
courage the penitent to go to the authorities 
if a crime has been committed, but this is 
the penitent’s duty.
 Other states are considering similar 
legislation. In Kansas, State Sen. Tom Hol-
land, D-Baldwin City, introduced S.B. 87, 
which would require ordained ministers 
in the state to report suspected physical, 
sexual, or emotional abuse and neglect of 
children. Failure to report would mean a 
misdemeanor charge.
 Though his 2019 bill on the same topic 
contained an exemption for the penitential 
privilege, his 2023 legislation does not 
exempt penitential communications, the 
Topeka-Capital Journal reported in Janu-
ary.
 Chuck Weber, executive director of the 
Kansas Catholic Conference, told CNA he 
knows of no plans to have a hearing on the 
bill.
 “The Kansas Catholic Conference has 
long supported the measure, only with a 
penitential privilege protection clause,” he 
said.
 Kansas priests are already “trained and 
complying with the responsibility to report 
instances of abuse and/or neglect,” Weber 
said.
 Holland told the Topeka-Capital Journal 
he was concerned the exemption would be 
“a back door to not reporting” that would 
discourage law enforcement investigations. 
Exempting confessions would be “the easy 
way out.”
 “If we have a religious organization 
where this is a pervasive problem, my 
concern is that then the exemption becomes 
basically standard operating procedure 
where if something happens, run and go 
confess it, and now when the investigators 
come it’s like, ‘We don’t know, we’re not 
obligated to share that information,’” he 
said.
 The Washington state Legislature had 
two bills concerning mandatory child abuse 
reporting by clergy. The Senate version, 
S.B. 5280, preserved the clergy-penitent 
privilege, while the House of Representa-
tive version, H.B. 1098, did not. 
 The Senate unanimously passed its ver-
sion of the bill last week and sent it to the 
House for approval. The House version 
was technically a viable bill but last week 
was its last chance to pass the House, 
Adrienne Joyce, director of policy and 
communications, told CNA.
 Utah proposals to remove exemptions 
for confessions to clergy failed to advance 
in the most recent legislative session, the 
Salt Lake Tribune reported.

of all existence. The catechism further 
states that, “Adoration is homage of the 
spirit to the ‘King of Glory,’ respectful 
silence in the presence of the ‘ever greater’ 
God. Adoration of the thrice-holy and sov-
ereign God of love blends with humility 
and gives assurance to our supplications” 
(2628). This attitude is meant to be culti-
vated and this acknowledgement is what 
we intend to do when we go to the church 
for adoration, but that should also extend 
to all times. People speak of practicing 
the presence of God 
or being recollected; 
St. Francis de Sales 
often mentions that we 
should place ourselves 
in the presence of God, 
and St. Paul tells us to 
pray always. Another 
way to understand all of these sayings is 
that we should, over time, learn to always 
be adoring God in our hearts, whether we 
are busy or at rest.  
 It should be no surprise to discover that 
the whole of the liturgical life is meant 
to cultivate this love for God above all 
things. This is everywhere in our Catholic 
culture. In our bodies, we acknowledge 
God	 as	God	 by	 genuflecting	 before	 the	
tabernacle, standing to hear the Gospel 
proclaimed, putting ashes on our heads in 
penance, keeping silent reverence within a 
church, not speaking God’s name lightly, 
but only with reverence and in praise. 
In our prayers, we thank God for all 
things, we praise him for the marvelous 
things of this world, we ask for even 
our daily bread, we recount the saving 
interventions of God in both the Old and 

New Testaments. We give back to God 
those things that sustain us by giving to 
the church and giving to the poor. We look 
to the lives of the saints as testimonies 
of God’s power to save us from sin and 
transform us by grace. All of authentic 
Catholic culture points our hearts to adore 
the Lord our God.  If we embrace all these 
means of cultivating adoration, we will 
truly love God above all things.
 As we continue through Lent and are 
called by God to intensify our prayers, 
I would suggest that we intensify our 

thoughts on the life of 
Jesus Christ. When we 
“adore” somebody in 
the world like a sports 
star, actor, actress or 
the girl next door, we 
think about how great 
they are. We adore 

what they do, how they look, what they 
say. When we read the Gospels, we should 
try to cultivate this attitude about Christ, 
allowing ourselves to be enamored by 
what he does, the way he speaks and his 
merciful way of interacting with others. 
Through Jesus Christ’s humanity, and es-
pecially	through	the	sacrifice	of	the	cross,	
we	begin	to	see	the	infinite	and	merciful	
love of our heavenly Father. As we say at 
the Stations of the Cross, “We adore you 
O Christ, and we praise you, because by 
your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world.”

 Father shell is a Diocese of steubenville 
priest and the pastor of our lady of 
mercy Parish, Carrollton, and st. mary 
of the Immaculate Conception Parish, 
morges.

From Page 6

Adoration

“We adore you O Christ, and 
we praise you, because by your 
holy cross you have redeemed 

the world.”
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Women’s way: Pope opens path for more women at Vatican, in church

Tracy McEwan, a theologian and sociologist of 
religion affiliated with Australia’s University of 
Newcastle, presents the findings of a survey on 
women in the church during a presentation at 
Vatican Radio, March 8, International Women’s 
Day. The event was sponsored by the Australian 
Embassy to the Holy See. (CNS photo/Carol Glatz)

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — At the end of his general audience 
in St. Peter’s Square March 8, International Women’s Day, 
Pope Francis led a round of applause for women.
 He thanked the world’s women “for their commitment 
to building a more humane society” through their ability 
to see and understand the world “with a creative gaze and 
tender heart.”
 “It is right for them to be able to express these skills in 
every sphere, not just within the family,” he wrote in the 
preface to a book, “More Women’s Leadership for a Better 
World: Caring as the Engine for Our Common Home.”
 In the preface, published by Vatican News on Women’s 
Day, the pope wrote that “the church can also benefit from 
the valorization of women” by allowing them to do more 
than just perform a particular function or job and actually 
transform the culture to be more caring.
 In his 10 years as pontiff, Pope Francis has sought to in-
clude more women in the work and governance of Vatican 
commissions and Roman Curia offices.
 According to the latest statistics, there has been a sig-
nificant increase in the number and percentage of female 
employees the past decade, and the number of women in 
Vatican leadership positions has also grown.
 Today there are 1,165 women working at the Vatican 
compared to 846 in 2013, making up 23.4% of the total 
workforce, according to Vatican News March 8. When it 
comes to roles in the Roman Curia, more than one in four 
employees is now a woman.
 Within the Curia, five women hold the rank of undersec-
retary, and one has the rank of secretary: Salesian Sister 
Alessandra Smerilli, whom the pope appointed to the No. 
2 position at the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development in 2021. It is the highest post ever held by a 
woman at the Holy See.
 The pope has said he intends to appoint the first female 
prefect now that it is possible for laypeople, and, there-
fore, women, to lead dicasteries, according to “Praedicate 
Evangelium,” the pope’s constitution reforming the Curia.
 Pope Francis has also, for the first time, appointed 
women as full members of Vatican dicasteries, when previ-
ously that role was reserved to cardinals and some bishops. 
Members play a key role and vote along with prefects and 
secretaries at plenary assemblies.
 So, while the pope has been bringing more women to 
“a place at the table” in Rome, he also has opened up new 
ways for women’s voices to be heard.
 His Synod of Bishops on synodality has inspired some 
groups to create surveys specifically for women and 

compile the findings to send to the synod. The synodal 
process is meant to be an ongoing exercise for the entire 
church to learn to come together, to listen more intently 
and discern what the Holy Spirit is saying.
 The World Women’s Observatory’s of the World Union 
of Catholic Women’s Organizations (WUCWO) created 
a survey, which is open until March 15, for women who 
held leadership positions during any phase of the synodal 
process to reflect on concerns regarding the role of women 
in the church.
 Also, researchers from Australia’s University of New-
castle produced the International Survey of Catholic 
Women for the Catholic Women Speak network as a way 
to contribute their voices to the synod. It received more 
than 17,000 responses from 104 countries and those find-
ings with recommendations were sent to the synod in Sep-
tember. The complete report was presented at the Vatican 
March 8 by Tracy McEwan, a theologian and sociologist 
of religion affiliated with the University of Newcastle and 
a member of the research team.
 The presentation, sponsored by Chiara Porro, Australia’s 
ambassador to the Holy See, also included María Lía Zer-
vino, a sociologist and president of WUCWO, who gave 
the preliminary findings of their survey of more than 400 

women who played a leadership role during the synodal 
process.
 Zervino said 26% of respondents said they experienced 
no obstacles during the synodal process, while 43% of 
respondents said their “main obstacle” was an ordained 
minister and 18% said other members of the community 
were obstacles. Smaller percentages felt a lack of experi-
ence or difficulty speaking before a formal audience of 
church hierarchy was their main obstacle.
 Some 69% of respondents felt “effectively involved in 
decision making” during the synodal process while 20% 
said they did not. Asked if their opinion had been listened 
to: 21% said “always,” 41% said “usually yes,” 12% said 
“several times,” while 23% responded “rarely” or “no.”
 Both surveys had overlapping findings, one of the most 
important being that women’s views are not a “monolith” 
and it is the diversity of their experiences, challenges and 
hopes that can enrich everyone.
 Some common threads when it came to findings and rec-
ommendations in both surveys were: the women surveyed 
were enthusiastic and deeply identified with their faith; 
they desired more inclusion, especially of those who have 
been marginalized; there is a need for greater formation 
for everyone, including male members and leaders of the 
church. Both surveys found the desire for ordained ministry 
for women was more predominant in North America and 
some European countries.
 The women they surveyed were “deeply concerned” 
about transparency and accountability in church leader-
ship and governance, McEwan said, and concerned about 
abuse, racism and sexism in church environments.
 McEwan said she handed Pope Francis their report at the 
end of his general audience, where he met them as well as 
some of the 29 resident women ambassadors to the Holy 
See.
 Zervino, who is also one of the three women members 
the pope appointed to the Dicastery for Bishops, said she 
hopes all the “words” contained in these findings have an 
impact.
 The pope has said that “the church cannot and should not 
remain just with words,” she said, adding that she believed 
the time for concrete action has come.
 “I am convinced this synodal process will have many 
concrete results that will change a bit the way things work 
in the church, perhaps in the structure, perhaps in daily 
life,” in reaching out to others and other faiths – all areas 
where women are, in fact, already active, she said.
 The pope has opened a “fantastic” new road, she said, 
so “let’s go” and forge ahead because “we can do concrete 
things because we women are concrete.”

By Justin McLellan
Catholic News Service

 VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis has moved six candi-
dates for sainthood closer to canonization.
 In a meeting with Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, prefect 
of the Dicastery for the Causes of Saints, the pope signed 
decrees Feb. 23 recognizing a miracle attributed to the 
intercession of an Italian religious sister and the heroic 
virtues of five others: two laywomen, two priests and a 
religious woman.
 The process for being proclaimed a saint includes a 
study of the candidate’s life and writings to determine 
whether he or she lived the Christian virtues in a heroic 
way. A miracle attributed to the candidate’s intercession 
is required for beatification and another miracle is needed 
for canonization.
 With the pope’s recognition of a miracle through her 
intercession, a beatification ceremony can be planned for 
Sister Elisabetta Martinez, founder of the Congregation 
of the Daughters of St. Mary of Leuca. The Italian, who 
lived 1905-1991, founded the congregation to care for 
young children and single mothers. The miracle report-
edly involved saving a fetus experiencing blood clots and 
other complications; the baby was born in good condition 
in 2018.
 Five other candidates for sainthood will become 

Six sainthood candidates, including two lay women, closer to canonization

“venerable” after Pope Francis recognized their heroic 
virtues:

 • Francisca Alcover Morell, a Spanish writer and lay-
woman, defended the church in newspapers during the 
Spanish Civil War in the 1930s, penning nearly 600 articles 

on Catholic teaching before her death in 1954.

 • Italian lay woman Albertina Violi Zirondoli was a 
schoolteacher who educated young women in post-war 
Italy to give them better work opportunities. She was 
deeply involved in the Focolare movement and instilled 
Christian values in her children despite resistance from her 
husband. She died in Rome in 1972.

 • Capuchin Father Giulio Bocci, also known as Father 
Giuseppe di Sant’Elpidio, was an Italian priest passionate 
about helping others discover their vocation. He founded 
the Franciscan Volunteer Sisters for Vocations institute in 
Pesaro, Italy, and died in 1974.

 • Brazilian Sacred Heart Father Aloísio Sebastiao Boeing 
died in 2006. He was a longtime spiritual director in his 
congregation’s novitiate as well as for many priests and 
founded the Marian Fraternity of the Heart of Jesus for 
consecrated religious and lay women to live the Gospel 
in the reality of the world.

 • Ursuline Sister Maria Margherita Lussana, who died 
in 1935, co-founded the Congregation of Ursuline Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart and opened a boarding school which 
allowed poor girls to attend for free and took in orphans.

Pope Francis speaks during his weekly general 
audience Feb. 22 in the Vatican audience hall. 
(CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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Up and down the diocese
 Adena — Saturday Masses will be cel-
ebrated at 5 p.m., beginning March 18, at 
St. Casimir Church.
 Athens — Stations of the Cross will be 
prayed at 7 p.m., Fridays during Lent, at 
Christ the King University Parish.
 Easter cards are being sold by the Catho-
lic Woman’s Club; cost is $1 each. Luke, 
Chapter 24, Verses 1-7 will be featured on 
every card. A display of cards and order 
forms are available in the vestibules of 
Christ the King Univeristy Parish and St. 
Paul Church. Cards must be preordered by 
March 19. They will be available for pick 
up March 26.
 Beverly — The “People of the Passion,” 
an annual Lenten performance, will begin 
at 7:30 p.m., March 19, at St. Bernard 
Church. Doors will open at 7 p.m.
 Harriettsville — Stations of the Cross 
will be prayed at 9 a.m., prior to the cel-
ebration of the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Masses 
during Lent, at St. Henry Church.
 Little Hocking — Stations of the Cross 
will be prayed at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m., Fridays 
during Lent, at St. Ambrose Church.
 Marietta — Lenten Holy Hours, 
dedicated to the “Love of Family,” will be 
held at 6 p.m., Thursdays during Lent, at 
the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption. 
Each Holy Hour will consist of prayer for 
families, the rosary and adoration.

 Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 7 
p.m., Fridays during Lent, at the Basilica 
of St. Mary of the Assumption.
 Pomeroy — Stations of the Cross will 
be prayed at 7 p.m., Fridays during Lent, 
at Sacred Heart Church.
 Shadyside — A Bible study on the 

Parishioners of St. Louis Parish, Gallipolis, volunteer during a fish 
fry at St. Louis Church. Fish fries are held from 4:30-7 p.m., Fridays 
during Lent, in the hall. The parish will not hold a fish fry on Good 
Friday. (Photo provided)

St. Louis Parish holds fish fries

Around and About

Obituaries
 Lois J. Angle, 89, Glouster, Holy Cross, 
Feb. 28.
 Betty Bechter, 73, Athens, Christ the 
King University Parish, Feb. 16.
 Ernest “Erni” A. Carducci, 104, 
Triumph of the Cross, Steubenville, Feb. 
28.
 Marcella “Marcie” Ebbert, 82, St. 

Clairsville, St. Mary, Feb. 25.
 Jack M. Keringer, 80, Freeport, 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Barnesville, Feb. 4.
 Donald P. Krahel, 91, St. Clairsville, 
St. Mary, March 1.
 Gregory J. Ohalek, 68, Toronto, St. 
Francis of Assisi, Feb. 5.

 STEUBENVILLE — Applications for 
the John and Blanche Mussio Scholarship 
are now available.
 Awards under this program are for the first 
year of college at any Catholic college or 
university currently listed in the “Newman 
Guide” by the Cardinal Newman Society: 
https://cardinalnewmansociety.org/college.
 The scholarship was set up by Bishop 
John King Mussio, the Diocese of Steu-
benville’s first bishop, in memory of his 
parents as a nonrenewable scholarship for 
graduating high school seniors who had 

a certain grade point average and college 
test score, demonstrated a financial need, 
received a written recommendation from 
a parish pastor and were approved by a 
scholarship selection committee.
 Applicants must reside within the bound-
aries of the Diocese of Steubenville and be a 
member of a Catholic parish in the diocese. 
Application forms are available at parish of-
fices and school offices with the counselors. 
 The required documentation must be on 
file with the diocesan Office of Christian 
Formation and Schools by 4 p.m., April 1.

Deadline to apply for the John and 
Blanche Mussio Scholarship is April 1

 ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Women in 
the Diocese of Steubenville can still 
make reservations for the Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women Lenten 
Day of Spirituality, March 25, at St. 
Mary Church, 218 W. Main St., St. 
Clairsville.
 This year’s theme, “The Seven 
Sorrows of Mary,” will be presented 
by two Franciscan Sisters Third Order 
Regular of Penance of the Sorrowful 
Mother: Mother Della Marie Doyle and 
Sister Mary Rose Bratlien.
 Registration will be held from 8-8:45 
a.m. Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m. 
The opening and introductions will 
begin at 10 a.m., and the first session 
will start at 10:15 a.m. and conclude 
at 11 a.m. The Stations with Mary will 
be prayed at 11:15 a.m., and lunch will 
be provided at noon. The afternoon 
sessions will begin at 1:15 p.m. and 

2:15 p.m., and the rosary of the Seven 
Sorrows of Mary will be prayed at 2:45 
p.m. The closing of the day will take 
place at 3:30 p.m. 
 The deadline for reservations is 
March 20. The reservation fee is $25, 
which includes lunch and refreshments.
 Reservations can be mailed to DeDe 
Kidder, DCCW treasurer, at P.O. Box 
31, Toronto, OH 43964 or made by 
telephoning (740) 632-3018 or emailing 
dede.kidder@gmail.com. Checks can be 
made payable to Steubenville DCCW.
 For additional information about 
the Lenten Day of Spirituality, contact 
Joanne Kolanski, DCCW president, by 
telephoning (740) 695-1617 or emailing 
jmkolanski174@comcast.net or contact 
Kidder.
 Information is also available at www.
diosteub.org/dccw-lenten-day-of-
spirituality.

Reservations can still be made for
DCCW Lenten Day of Spirituality

Gospel of Matthew, “The King and His 
Kingdom,” will take place Sundays at St. 
Mary Church. For additional information, 
contact the parish office at (740) 676-0051 
or visit their website to view the complete 
schedule: www.bnspcatholic.org.
 Steubenville — Triumph of the Cross 

Parish has new office hours. The parish 
office will be open from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday, and closed on 
Friday.
 Alan Schreck, an author and professor 
of theology at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, will hold presentations and 
discussions using his book, “Jesus: What 
Catholics Believe,” from 7-8 p.m., Thurs-
days during Lent, at Holy Rosary Church 
in the Marian Room. Anyone interested 
can sign up and receive a free book for this 
Lenten series at the parish office.
 Stations of the Cross will be prayed at 
12:15 p.m. and 7 p.m., Fridays during Lent, 
at Holy Rosary Church.
 Tiltonsville — St. Joseph Parish will 
sponsor an annual spaghetti dinner from 
noon-3 p.m., March 26, at the church hall. 
For a $12 donation, the meal includes spa-
ghetti, meatballs, salad and a roll. Dinners 
will be available for dine in, carryout or 
curbside pickup. Curbside orders will be 
available in the alley behind the church, 
where patrons can enter behind the par-
ish center and exit by the rectory garage. 
Desserts will be for sale, and basket 
and 50/50 raffles will be available. For 
advance tickets or for additional informa-
tion, telephone the parish office at (740) 
859-4018. Tickets will also be available 
at the door.

 Bloomingdale — A “Laborers in the 
Vineyard Retreat for Young Adults” will 
take place April 28-30 at Catholic Family-
land, Apostolate for Family Consecration, 
3375 Jefferson County Road 36. The week-
end will include talks, Mass, confession 
and Eucharistic adoration. 
 A “Come and See Discernment Retreat,” 
hosted by the Apostolate for Family Con-
secration’s Catholic Corps, will take place 
April 30-May 7, at Catholic Familyland, 

Apostolate for Family Consecration. The 
vocational retreat is for men and women, 
ages 18-35.
 A “Holy Family Fest” for families will 
be held June 10-16, June 17-23, July 1-7, 
July 8-14, July 15-21, July 29-Aug. 4 
and Aug. 5-11 at Catholic Familyland, 
Apostolate for Family Consecration. Daily 
Mass will be celebrated and the rosary 
will be prayed. Activities will include 
sports, swimming, hiking and bonfires. For 

additional information or to register for any 
of the events at Catholic Familyland, visit 
www.afc.org.
 Cambridge — Knights of Columbus 
Council 1641 will sponsor an annual 
four-person golf scramble June 10 at Riv-
ergreens Golf Club, 22749 Ohio Route 
751, West Lafayette, Ohio. Registration 
will take place at 11 a.m. The $70 entry fee 
includes green fees, cart, two drink tickets 
and a dinner (beginning at 5 p.m.). Skins 
and mulligans, as well as a 50/50 drawing 

and Chinese auction, will be available. 
First- through fourth-place finishers will re-
ceive $400, $300, $200 and $100. Golfers 
with a hole in one will win a vehicle from 
Dunning Motors. Corporate, business and 
private sponsorships of holes cost $100. 
For additional information, contact Ron 
Engott at (740) 680-2612.
 Little Hocking — Knights of Columbus 
St. Ambrose Council 15569 is sponsoring 
fish fries from 5-7 p.m., Fridays during 
Lent, at St. Ambrose Church hall.
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FOCUS mission trips transform college students, worldwide communities

 DENVER — As Pope Benedict XVI 
wrote in “Deus Caritas Est”: “Being Chris-
tian is not the result of an ethical choice or a 
lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, 
a person, which gives life a new horizon 
and a decisive direction.” 
 Since 2004, more than 14,000 college 
students, chaplains, FOCUS missionar-
ies and alumni have encountered Christ 
and shared the Gospel while on FOCUS 
mission trips. During the current missions 
season (winter 2022-summer 2023), more 
than 100 trips will give approximately 
1,800 people the opportunity to serve 
others around the world, including a 
pilgrimage to World Youth Day 2023 in 
Lisbon, Portugal. Visit focusmissions.org 
for details. 
 FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic Uni-
versity Students) “is a Catholic apostolate 
whose mission is to share the hope and joy 
of the Gospel. FOCUS missionaries en-
counter people in friendship, inviting them 
to a personal relationship with Christ and 
accompanying them as they pursue lives 
of virtue and excellence. Through Bible 
studies, outreach events, mission trips and 
discipleship, missionaries inspire and build 
up others in the faith, sending them out to 
live out lifelong Catholic mission wherever 
they are.”

 Cassidy Bellard, a student at the Uni-
versity of Louisiana at Lafayette, served a 
rural community in the Galapagos Islands 
during a trip with FOCUS Missions in 
2022 – an experience that transformed her 
life.  
 “Through my encounters with the kids 
on the island, my fellow students, and 
especially our amazing FOCUS missionar-
ies and our priest, I learned – not for the 
first time – that loving is hard, but it is 
always worth it,” said Bellard, who served 
alongside 19 other participants including 
a priest, FOCUS missionaries and Creatio 
missionaries. The team helped with several 
community projects and shared the hope 
and joy of the Gospel.  
 “The mission helped me understand 
the meaning of suffering as a way to bet-
ter love another person,” said Bellard. “I 
saw the beauty of the Lord in the gift of 
his creation, and in the gift of the person 
in front of me, in the most profound way 
I’ve ever experienced. Coming home, I’ve 
found my sense of wonder renewed, my 
faith and trust in the Lord deepened and 
my desire for mission burning within my 
heart in a new way.”
 By 2027, FOCUS Missions plans 
to host 200 mission trips every year, 
giving 4,000 participants the opportunity 

to make an impact on thousands of 
community members. For each trip, 
FOCUS partners with a local religious 
order, apostolate or organization that 
understands the community’s greatest 
need. Some teams serve the homeless and 
renovate community infrastructure, while 
others teach children or provide patient 
care services at medical clinics.  
 The first FOCUS mission trip for stu-
dents discerning the priesthood and reli-
gious or consecrated life will take place 
this summer. During this trip to Kolkata, 
India, the team will serve alongside the 
Missionaries of Charity, walking in the 
footsteps of St. Teresa of Calcutta.  
 Two priests (of the Companions of Christ 
from the Archdiocese of Denver), one 
consecrated virgin, one married couple and 
a FOCUS team member will accompany 
the staff and students who are discerning 
consecrated life. The priests will lead talks 
on discernment and provide spiritual direc-
tion for all to dive deeper into prayer and 
God’s desire for each person’s individual 
vocation in life.  
 FOCUS Missions will lead a two-week 
pilgrimage to World Youth Day (WYD) 
in Lisbon, Portugal, held Aug. 1-6. The 
trip will include the “In Via Conference” 
hosted by FOCUS in Coimbra, Portugal, 

along with scheduled WYD events in 
Lisbon.  
 Other specialized trips with FOCUS 
Missions include annual medical mission 
trips, Varsity Catholic Sport Camps and 
FOCUS Greek trips to locations such as 
the Dominican Republic, Belize and Costa 
Rica. 
 Many FOCUS alumni serve in min-
istries after leaving staff as one way to 
pursue their lifelong mission of evange-
lization. 
 FOCUS Missions partners with several 
organizations, including BLOC Ministries, 
where FOCUS alumnus Devin Dunn 
works. 
 Trip participants will work alongside 
their team, which serves urban city youth 
in the low-income neighborhood of Price 
Hill in Cincinnati. 
 FOCUS teams have also served along-
side Christ in the City missionaries in Den-
ver for many years, bringing the Gospel, 
friendship and hope to those experiencing 
homelessness. This year, FOCUS Missions 
will send a team to Philadelphia over spring 
break to serve at Christ in the City’s new 
mission location. 
 For additional information or to become 
a benefactor, visit the donation page at 
focusoncampus.org/missions/donate.

FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) members interact with children during a FOCUS mission trip in Tanzania. 

FOCUS members pose for a picture with children in Argentina, left photo, and pray while in Peru, right photo, during FOCUS mission trips. (Photos provided)
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An estimated 130 men
From Page 1

By Dino Orsatti
Editor

 CALDWELL — “Our Lord was a man 
of total virtue. We have to learn how to be 
virtuous men on a daily basis.”
 That’s what featured speaker John Bergs-
ma told the 130 men, ranging from teenag-
ers to grandfathers, at St. Stephen Church, 
Caldwell, March 11, during the Diocese of 
Steubenville’s 12th Men’s Day of Renewal. 
 This year’s theme was “Living the 
Cardinal Virtues.” Bergsma, a professor 
of theology at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, gave two presentations, one 
in the morning and one in the afternoon. 
 He received his doctorate at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame where he also taught 
and did research. After serving as an Evan-
gelical pastor and growing in knowledge as 
a biblical scholar, he said he discovered the 
truth of the Catholic Church and converted 
to Catholicism in 2001.
 Bergsma described to the men the four 
cardinal virtues:
 • prudence, having clear sight, being 
able to see reality accurately;
 • justice, will that drives us to do the 

right thing, such as love and protection 
for wife and children and discipline for the 
children;
 • fortitude, courage to face up to 
opposition when we want to do the right 

thing; and 
 • temperance, self-control, not give in 
to pleasure that takes us away from doing 
the right thing.
 Bergsma said, “Catholic men are called 
with urgency to develop manly virtue and 
live a truly virtuous life.”
 Steubenvil le Bishop Jeffrey M. 
Monforton, who celebrated Mass for the 
retreat, agreed. “The cardinal virtues are 
firm Christian attitudes that should govern 
our actions and guide our conduct with 
respect to both faith and reason. These 
virtues are stable dispositions necessary 

for communion,” Bishop Monforton said.
 During his homily, the bishop described 
his dad, when he was a child, as “merciful 
and compassionate.” He challenged the 
men to serve as personal ambassadors of 
God’s mercy and compassion.
 The day-long event included  reconcilia-
tion and confessions, heard by eight priests, 
prior to lunch.  
 Bergsma’s afternoon talk focused on 
prayer, mental prayers from the heart and 
vocal prayers that are spoken. He stressed 
the importance of conversing with the 
Lord, asking for insight and getting clarity 
on important issues. “We get the virtues 
through prayer,” said Bergsma.
 He has authored more than a dozen 
books on the bible and Catholic faith. He 
and his wife, Dawn, have eight children 
and reside in Steubenville.
 Chuck McPherson, a Triumph of the 
Cross parishioner, said, “I attend these 
Lenten retreats for the fellowship and to 
strengthen my faith.”
 Ron Saling, a parishioner at St. Stephens, 
attended the event with his son, Isaiah.  
 He said he has participated in more than 
a half-dozen of these renewals “to hear 
different perspectives about the Catholic 
faith and spend a day with my son.” Isaiah 
said he, too, enjoys spending quality time 
with his dad, and “it gives me a spark, it 
rejuvenates my faith.”
 The annual Lenten retreat was not held 
the past two years because of the corona-
virus pandemic. Organizers say plans are 
being made for next year. 

An estimated 130 men from all parts of the Diocese of Steubenville eat lunch 
in the St. Stephen Church hall.

John Bergsma, theology professor at Franciscan University of Steubenville 
and author of more than a dozen books, discusses the four cardinal vir-
tues during his talks at the Men’s Day of Renewal, March 11, at St. Stephen 
Church, Caldwell.

Oraganizers for the Diocese of Steubenville’s Men Day of Renewal include, 
front row, from left, Father Thomas A. Nelson, Father Timothy J. Shannon, 
Don Coen, Deacon Chuck J. Schneider, and Paul Sebastian. Pictured in 
the back row, from left, Roger Huck, Tony Offenberger, Brett Martz and 
Ron Saling.

Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton celebrates Mass at 
St. Stephen Church during the Men’s Day of Renewal. Father Timothy J. 
Shannon, far right, concelebrates Mass. Deacon Scott Carson, left, and 
Deacon Chuck J. Schneider, third from left, kneeling, assist during the 
celebration of Mass. (Photos by Orsatti)

Greg Strauss, a parishioner of St. 
Bernard Parish, Beverly, provides 
music for the congregation.

Deacon Scott Carson leads a recon-
ciliation service during the Lenten 
retreat.
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